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You may be covered by Canadian UI 
outside Canada. 


Who is eligible? 


Are you now living outside Canada? Did you 
know that if you’ve worked long enough in 
insurable employment in Canada or worked 
outside Canada for a Canadian employer, you 
may be covered by Canadian Unemployment 
Insurance? In some cases you can collect 
Canadian UI illness benefits outside Canada, 
and eligible women can collect maternity 
benefits anywhere in the world. You must 
have paid premiums to Canadian UI. (If you 
should have been paying Canadian premiums 
and haven’t, you may still be eligible. Con- 
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tact your nearest Revenue Canada, Taxation 
office. It’s their responsibility to decide if a 
job is insurable for UI.) 


What is insurable employment? 


Insurable employment for Canadian UI is 
work for which Canadian UI premiums are 
payable — most jobs in Canada are insurable. 
If you normally live in Canada and you’re 
employed outside the country by a Canadian 
employer, your job is usually insured by 
Canadian UI — as it would be in Canada — 
if it’s not covered by unemployment insurance 
in the country where you’re working. 


Unemployment Insurance — 
some basics 


In Canada, regular UI benefits are generally 
paid when you’re out of work for any reason 
other than illness, injury, quarantine, 
pregnancy, adoption or when you reach age 
Gas 

The minimum number of weeks of in- 
surable employment you need to qualify for 
regular benefits varies from 10 to 14 weeks. 
The exact number depends on the rate of 
unemployment where you ordinarily live in 
Canada. 

There are additional requirements for some 
claimants. People who apply for a second time 
in 52 weeks may have to work up to six weeks 
longer. This would be in addition to the 10 
to 14 weeks needed according to the regional 
unemployment rate. The number of extra 
weeks depends on how many weeks of UI the 
person got on their first claim. 

People who enter the labour force for the 
first time or after an absence of more than a 
year may also have to work longer before get- 
ting UI — 20 weeks in the last year. 

There are also other UI benefits that cover 
illness, maternity and adoption. And there’s 


a benefit at age 65. : 


In Canada you can get regular UI 
benefits for up to 50 weeks. 


Regular benefits — 
If you live in the US, Puerto Rico 
or the Virgin Islands 


Canada has a reciprocal unemployment 
insurance agreement with the United States. 
It applies to all states in the US (including the 
District of Columbia), Puerto Rico and the 
American Virgin Islands. So if you’re living 
in any of these places and were paying Cana- 
dian UI premiums before you became 
unemployed, you may be entitled to Canadian 
benefits. It makes no difference whether 
you’re living there permanently or tempo- 
rarily. (The same thing applies to Americans 
or Canadians who have moved or returned to 
Canada after working in insurable employ- 
ment in the United States. They can apply in 
Canada to collect American unemployment 
benefits.) 


Keep in mind that Canada has no reciprocal 
agreements with any other countries. Cana- 
dians can collect regular UI benefits only in 
Canada, the United States, Puerto Rico and 
the US Virgin Islands. 

How does the reciprocal agreement work 
for Canadian citizens in the United States? 
Suppose you live temporarily or permanently 
in a state bordering Canada. If you’re 
available for work in Canada, are looking for 
work and could report to a Canada Employ- 
ment Centre, you’ll be treated like any 
Canada-based claimant. And generally you’d 
claim through your nearest Canada Employ- 
ment Centre. 

Even if you live too far away to work in 
Canada, you may still qualify for Canadian 
regular UI benefits. You must have permis- 


Canada has a reciprocal UI 
agreement only with the United States. 


In the US, you can get a maximum of 38 
weeks of Canadian regular UI benefits. 


sion to work in the US, and in most cases this 
requires the possession of a valid work visa. 
You must be willing to work and be actively 
looking for work and you must have been 
paying Canadian UI premiums for the 
required number of weeks in your qualifying 
period.* You’d claim through State Employ- 
ment Security Offices. Your claim is sent to 
the interstate claims office in Belleville, 
Ontario. 

Eligibility rules and the rate of benefit you 
could receive remain the same as if you were 
applying in Canada. But claimants applying 
from the US can’t get benefits for as many 
weeks as claimants applying for regular 
benefits from within Canada. Qualified 
claimants in the US can get a maximum 38 
weeks of benefits. (They are not eligible for 


* Qualifying period: The last 52 weeks or since the start 
of your last claim for UI, whichever is more recent. 
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what are called regionally extended benefits 
which allow claimants in Canada to draw 
benefits for up to 50 weeks.) 


Special rules for Canadian government 
personnel in the US 


There are special rules for dependents of 
Canadian government personnel posted to the 
US, including military personnel. (Dependents 
include spouses, unmarried children under 21, 
unmarried full-time students under 25, and 
unmarried children who are physically or 
mentally disabled.) 

Under a 1980 agreement, dependents can 
look for work and get a written offer of 
employment. Then the US State Department 
must approve the offer before the job can be 
accepted. You don’t need a work visa, and as 
long as you’re available and looking for work 
you can be eligible for Canadian UI benefits. 
Apply at an American Employment Security 
Office: 


IlIness benefits — in the US 


As with regular benefits, rules on illness 
benefits vary according to whether you’re 
living in a state bordering Canada or in an 
interior US state. 

If, for example, you’re a Canadian or an 
American living in Detroit and working in 
Windsor, you would be treated like any Cana- 
dian claimant should you fall ill and qualify 
for illness benefits. Ask at your nearest 
Canada Employment Centre. 

To qualify for illness benefits if you live in 
the interior United States you would normally 
need a valid work visa. This proves that, if 
not for your illness, you would be available 
for work. Apply at a State Employment 
Security Office. 

You would normally need 20 weeks’ work 
insurable by Canadian UI if you’re claiming 


+ 


Illness benefits vary according to 
where you live in the US. 


illness benefits. An exception would be if 
you’re already unemployed and collecting 
regular benefits and then become ill: you may 
be eligible for illness benefits even if you don’t 
have the 20 insurable weeks. 

In no case will Canadians who go to the US 
to convalesce receive sickness benefits. That 
means that if your doctor has ordered you to 
rest for a month or two, and you decide to 
convalesce in Florida, you will not be eligible 
for illness benefits. 


Age 65 benefit — in the US 
and worldwide 


The special benefit at age 65 is available to 
you if you’ve worked in employment insurable 
by Canadian UI for at least 20 weeks during 
your qualifying period. In the US, apply at 
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a State Employment Security Office. If you 
are applying from a country other than the 
US, contact the Canada Employment and Im- 
migration Commission, P.O. Box 4500, 
Belleville, Ontario,{Canada, K8N 5C1. 


Illness benefits — worldwide 


Illness benefits can be paid to people admitted 
to hospitals or equivalent institutions 
anywhere in the world for medical treatment 
not available in Canada. 

There is one other special situation where 
illness benefits can be paid outside Canada. 
People with at least 20 weeks of employment 
insurable under Canadian UI whose most re- 
cent interruption of earnings before making 
a claim for benefits is from insurable employ- 
ment outside Canada can receive illness 
benefits. 

For example, the Canadian spouse of a 
member of the armed forces may be working 
for the Canadian government while abroad. 


In special situations illness benefits 
can be paid outside Canada. 


Maternity and adoption benefits can 
be paid anywhere in the world. 


If he or she falls sick and is unable to work, 
the spouse can apply for Canadian UI illness 
benefits if he or she can meet the requirements 
mentioned above. 

These claims from countries other than the 
US are handled by the Canada Employment 
and Immigration Commission, P.O. Box 
4500, Belleville, Ontario, Canada, K8N 5Cl1. 


Maternity benefits — worldwide 


Maternity benefits can be paid anywhere in 
the world. During the last 52 weeks, you must 
have accumulated 20 weeks of employment in- 
surable by Canadian UI. In the US, apply for 
maternity benefits at any State Employment 
Security Office. 
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If you qualify and are going abroad, you 
can claim maternity benefits in Canada before 
leaving or at any Canadian consulate or em- 
bassy around the world. A medical certificate 
confirming the pregnancy and the expected 
birth date of the child must accompany all 
maternity claims. Maternity claimants leaving 
Canada temporarily should continue to report 
by mail to the Canada Employment Centre 
where they first filed their claim. 

A Canada Employment Centre will accept 
medical certificates issued by either Canadian 
or American medical doctors. Outside Canada 
and the US, Canadian officers at an embassy 
or high commission will provide claimants 
with lists of physicians approved by Health 
and Welfare Canada who can issue medical 
certificates. Once the claim is filed and ac- 
cepted, the benefits can be mailed to claimants 
abroad. Claims filed from outside Canada 
and the US should be sent to the Canada 
Employment and Immigration Commission, 
P.O. Box 4500, Belleville, Ontario, Canada, 
K8N 5Cl. 


Adoption benefits 


Many rules that apply to getting maternity 
benefits also apply to adoption benefits. You 
must, for example, prove you’re eligible by 
showing that you are or will be without work 
and pay. You must also show that it’s 
reasonable to remain at home because of the 
adoption. 

When you claim adoption benefits you 
must prove the adoption is legal, under the 
laws of the province, state or country in which 
you live. An informal adoption arrangement 
doesn’t qualify and no adoption benefits can 
be paid. Most eligible claimants who haven’t 
received any other type of UI benefit will get 
15 weeks of adoption benefits. 

If you’re adopting two or more children at 
about the same time (a brother and sister, for 
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example) this counts as one placement. If 
there’s a time gap of more than a week be- 
tween the placement of two or more children 
in the same home and it’s clear that each 
placement is part of a separate adoption 
agreement, then each placement is treated 
separately. 


Your rights under the Privacy Act 


Under the Privacy Act, you have the right, on 
written request, to have access to records held 
by the federal government that contain per- 
sonal information about you. You also have 
the right to request correction to that infor- 
mation and have notations made to your file 
if a request for correction has not been 
accepted. 

To find out more about your rights and the 
uses of your unemployment insurance, 
employment and immigration records, consult 
the Personal Information Index. Copies of the 
Index are available for public reference at 
municipal libraries and at selected Canada 
Post Offices. 


_ WARNING _ 
te who. for any ‘reason, receives” 
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_ or she is not entitled, will be required to repay _ 
_ those benefits. Making false or misleading © 


_ statements knowingly i is an offence under the | 
law. It can result in an administrative penalty : 
or praseevtion before the courts. 
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